Lune, Wyre & Furness Fisheries Advisory Committee 2nd July, 1979. by unknown
*  please note time and venue of meeting
North
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington W A5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
F1/B19 28th June, 1979
To: Members of the Lune, Wyre and Furness 
Fisheries Advisory Committee;
(Messrs J.M. Croft (Chairman);
W. Bailey; R. Barratt; R.A. Challenor;
J.H. Fell; R. Harper; A.L. Harris;
G.A. Martin; G. Wilson; Dr, J.V. Dyer;
Major N.J. Clarkson Webb; and the Chairman 
of the Authority (G. Mann); the Vice Chairman 
of the Authority (A. Richardson) and the 
Chairman of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
Committee (T.A.F. Barnes) (ex @ff if i©)! J
Dear Sir,-
A meeting of the LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
will be held at 11.00 a.m. on MONDAY, 2ND JULY, 1979, at the 
'FISHERMANS ARMS HOTEL' BAYCLIFF, NEAR ULVERSTON, CUMBRIA, for 
consideration of the following business.
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (enclosed herewith along with 
the Minutes of the meeting of the Regional Fisheries Advisory 
-Committee held on 30th April, 1979).
3. Resignation of Mr. J. Taylor.
4. Trial arrangements for Canoeing on the River Lune at Halton 
during the Salmon Fishing Season of 1979.
5. Income from Sale of Rod and Line Licences 1978.
6. Fishing Offences and Prosecutions 1978/79.
7. Report by the Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
8. Any other business.
NOTES: The meeting will be followed by luncheon at the Hotel at 
approximately 12.30 p.m. after which a visit has been 
arranged to the smolt rearing station on the Leven catchment. 
Detail s will be given to Members at the meeting.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration
A G E N D A
F1/B6 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND JULY, 1979
RESIGNATION OF MR.J.TAYLOR
1 . E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r  M r .J .T a y lo r  in fo rm ed  th e  A u th o r i ty  t h a t  due t o  
poor h e a l t h  he  in te n d e d  t o  r e t i r e  from  th e  C om m ittee  a t  th e  end o f  th e  
'A u th o r i t y  Y e a r ' i n  J u n e .
2 . M r,T ay lo r  was n om ina ted  t o  th e  C om m ittee  in  J u ly  1976 by th e  F u rn e ss  
and S o u th  W estm orland  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  who have  now nom ina ted  
M r .H .B .W itta m  o f  29 L y n d h u r s t  R o ad , Ul v e r s t o n ,  C u m b ria  a s  h i s  
s u c c e s s o r ,
3 . The C om m ittee  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  recommend th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  M r.W hittam  
t o  t h i s  C om m ittee .
F1/B18 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE & FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND JULY, 1979
TRIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR CANOEING ON RIVER LUNE AT HALTON 
DURING THE SALMON FISHING SEASON OF 1979
1. Following an approach by the Assistant Director of Physical Education, 
Lancaster University, on behalf of a number of local canoeing in­
terests, including the University, regarding use of the white water 
below Forge Mill Weir on the Authority's Halton Fishery on a limited 
number of days during the salmon fishing season of 1979, discussions 
took place with Luneside Engineering, the riparian owners on the right 
bank, and with Lune & Wyre Fisheries Association.
2. Agreement was reached that this water would be made available for 
canoeing, on payment to the Authority of fishing permit revenue 
estimated to be lost as a result, on the following dates.
Saturday 19th May 
Saturday 16th June 
Tuesday 25th September 
Saturday 13th October 
Wednesday 17th October 
Wednesday 24th October
3. The additional date in October compensates for an April date requested 
by the canoeists which could not be granted due to the agreement not 
having then been finalised. On the dates in May, June and September, 
canoeists must be off the water by 6.00 p.m. as night fishing for sea 
trout takes place subsequently. No finishing time need be specified 
for the April and October dates. No canoes will be permitted upstream 
of Forge Mill Weir, nor may they pass through the fish pass.
4. These arrangements are to operate on a trial basis during 1979 and 
will be reviewed at the end of the year.
JfemAfo.
F1/A20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE & FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND JULY, 1979
INCOME FROM SALE OF ROD AND LINE LICENCES 1978
1. A summary of income from the sale of rod and line licences is 
attached as an appendix for the information of members.
2. The summary compares details of 1 icences sold during 1978 with 
those for 1977. The actual number sold shows an increase of 9.08% and 
an increase in the amount of income of 35.95% for the same period. It 
should be noted that the licence duties for 1978 were increased by 
approximately 30% from the 1977 values. Numbers of licences sold show 
increases in all groups except the salmon and migratory trout season 
licence. The greatest increase in numbers sold continues to be in the 
freshwater fish and eels group.
APPENDIX
INCOME FROM SALE OF 
ROD AND LINE FISHING LICENCES 
1978
Whole Area 1977Value Number Amount
1978
Value Number Amount
Salmon Season 
Salmon to 31st May 
Salmon from 1st June 
Salmon Season, 
reduced duty 
Salmon to 31st May 
reduced duty 
Salmon from 1st June 
reduced duty 
Salmon 7 day
12
6
7
5
2.50
3
2
1,799
29
2,751
611
4
511
2,131
21.488.00 
174.00
19.257.00
3.055.00 
10.00
1.533.00
4.262.00
15.60 
7.80
9.00
6.50
3.25
4.00 
2.60
1,635
36
2,922
657
4
575
2,268
25.506.00 
280.80
26.298.00
4,270.50
13.00
2,300.00
5,896.80
Total Salmon and 
Migratory Trout 7,836 49,879.00 8,097 64,565.10
Non-Migratory Trout 
Season
Non-Migratory Trout 
reduced duty Season 
Non-Migratory Trout 
7 day
2
1 .
0.50
22,002
3,923
12,163
44,004.00 
3,923.00 
6,081.50
2.60 
1.25 
0.65
23 ,490 
4,252 
12,655
61,074.00
5,315.00
8,225.75
Total Non-Migratory 
Trout 38,088 54,008.50 40,397 74,614.75
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, Season 
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, Season 
reduced duty 
Freshwater Fish and 
Eels, 7 day
1
0.50
0.25
25,179
4,776
4,027
25,179.00
2,388.00
1,006.75
1.25
0.65 
0.35
28,000
5,431
4,609
35,000.00
3.530.15
1.613.15
Total Whole Area 
Freshwater Fish 33,982 28,573.75 38,040 40,143.30
Former Mersey & Weaver 
River Authority area
Freshwater Fish & Eels 
Season * 
Freshwater Fish & Eels 
reduced duty
0.50
0.25
10,610
2,827
5,305.00
706.75
0.65 
0.35
11,899 
3 ,386
7,734.35
1,185.10
Total M & W Area 
Freshwater fish 13,437 6,011.75 15,285 8,919.45
TOTAL 93,343 138,473.00 101,819 188,242.60
F1/A18 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND JULY, 1979
FISHING OFFENCES AND PROSECUTIONS 1978/79
1 . The t o t a l  number o f  p e rs o n s  p r o s e c u te d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  f i s h i n g  
o f f e n c e s  d u r in g  1978 /79  was 390 com pared w ith  778 in  1 9 7 7 /7 8 . The 
r e d u c t io n  i s  m a in ly  in  l i c e n s in g  o f f e n c e s  w here th e  f ig u r e  d ro p p ed  
from  521 to  203 . The A u t h o r i t y 's  p r o s e c u t io n  p o l ic y  h as  u n d o u b te d ly  
had th e  e f f e c t  o f  im p re ss in g  upon a n g le r s  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  p o s s e s s in g  
a ro d  l i c e n c e .  The Com m ittee w i l l  n o te  from  th e  r e p o r t  on th e  income 
from  th e  s a l e  o f  ro d  l i c e n c e s  (Agenda I te m  No. 5 ) t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been  
an  o v e r a l l  9% in c r e a s e  in  th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  s o ld  in  1978.
2 . I n t h e  a r e a  o f  t h i s  C om m ittee 23 p e r s o n s  w ere p ro s e c u te d  f o r  th e  
u se  o f  i l l e g a l  in s t r u m e n ts ,  63 f o r  b y e - la w  o f f e n c e s  and g iv in g  f a l s e  
names and a d d re s s e s  and 37 f o r  f i s h i n g  w i th o u t  a l i c e n c e .  A c tio n  was 
ta k e n  on a f u r t h e r  36 c a s e s  w hich d id  n o t  r e s u l t  in  l e g a l  p r o c e e d in g s  
b e in g  i n s t i t u t e d .  The l e v e l  o f  f i n e s  im posed by th e  C o u r ts  in  t h i s  
a r e a  h a s  r i s e n  f o r  a l l  ty p e s  o f  o f f e n c e s  and w i th in  th e  a r e a ,  t h e r e  
h a s  b e e n  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  a lm o s t  300% i n  t h e  c o s t s  p e r  d e f e n d a n t  
aw arded t o  th e  A u th o r i ty .
3 . The fo llo w in g  i s  a summary o f  o f f e n c e s  and p r o s e c u t io n s  w i th in  th e  
C om m ittee a r e a  d u r in g  19 7 8 /7 9 .
B ye-law  O ffe n c e s  
I l l e g a l  and F a ls e  Names L ic en c e  
T o ta l  In s t ru m e n t  and A d d re sse s  O ffe n c e s
Number o f  D e fe n d a n ts 123 23 63 37
Number o f  C h a rg es 173 60 76 37
T o ta l  F in e s  Im posed £3 ,148 £ 1 ,4 3 0 £1,237 £481
W arning L e t t e r s 12 1 6 5
O th er c a s e s  n o t  ta k e n to  24 — 12 12
C o u rt due to  p r o d u c t io n  o f  
v a l i d  l i c e n c e s ;  a l l e g e d  
o f f e n d e r  l e f t  th e  c o u n try  
o r  u n a b le  to  be t r a c e d .
F1/B20 NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
LUNE, WYRE & FURNESS 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
2ND JULY, 1979
REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
1. RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING
( i)  Lune and F u rn e ss
The v a r i a b l e  w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s  t h i s  y e a r  have p ro v id e d  i d e a l  
f lo w  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  m i g r a t o r y  f i s h  m ovem ent a n d  a n g l i n g .  
H ow ever, u n t i l  May, w a te r  te m p e ra tu re s  rem ain ed  low and th e  
se a s o n  s t a r t e d  s lo w ly  in  a l l  r i v e r s .  The K ent a s  u s u a l  had th e  
b e s t  s t a r t  w i th  20 salm on b e in g  c a u g h t by th e  end o f  A p r i l .  A 
few salm on w ere r e p o r te d  c a u g h t by co m m erc ia l ne tsm en  in  th e  
Lune E s tu a r y .  The warmer w e a th e r  in  May r e s u l t e d  in  im proved 
c a tc h e s  in  th e  K ent and Lune and odd f i s h  ta k e n  on th e  Duddon. 
Salmon have been  r e p o r te d  c a u g h t  in  th e  Lune a s  f a r  u p s tre a m  as  
W ate rsm eet on th e  Rawthey and a p p e a r  t o  be b e t t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  
th ro u g h  th e  r i v e r  th a n  in  th e  l a s t  few y e a r s .
G ood r u n s  o f  s e a  t r o u t  w e re  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  K e n t an d  L une 
d u r in g  May. T h is  s p r in g  h a s  a l s o  se e n  good num bers o f  w e l l -  
mended k e l t s  on th e  K ent and L une, b u t  few on o th e r  r i v e r s  in  
th e  a r e a .  S h o a ls  o f  s m o lts  have been  r e p o r te d  from  th e  Kent 
and L une, b u t  th e s e  a r e  l a t e r  th a n  u s u a l ,  and i t  i s  a n t i c ip a t e d  
t h a t  th e  m ain ru n s  o f  s m o lts  a r e  s t i l l  t o  come.
C har f i s h i n g  h a s  been  good on C o n is to n , b u t  n o t  a s  good a s  
d u r in g  th e  e x c e p t io n a l  c o n d i t io n s  w hich  e x i s t e d  in  1978. A 
number o f  a n g le r s  u s in g  m aggots a s  b a i t  have been  r e p o r t e d ,  and 
some C o u rt c a s e s  a r e  p e n d in g . G i l l  n e t s  f o r  p ik e  w ere s e t  in  
C o n is to n , b u t o n ly  15 w ere c a u g h t and i t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  p ik e  
p o p u la t io n  i s  c o n s id e r a b ly  red u c e d  from  i t s  p r e v io u s  l e v e l .
( i i )  R iv e r  Wyre
The c o ld  w in t r y  w e a th e r  c o n d i t io n s  d u r in g  M arch, to g e th e r  w ith  
th e  heavy r a i n f a l l  and snow m e lt w hich m a in ta in e d  f lo w s  w e l l  
above no rm al in  th e  R iv e r  W yre, p ro d u ce d  u n fa v o u ra b le  a n g lin g  
c o n d i t i o n s .  C a tc h e s  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h  in  th e  Lower Wyre w ere 
below  norm al and no n o ta b le  c a tc h e s  w ere r e c o rd e d . The c o ld  
c o n d i t io n s  a l s o  had an a d v e rs e  e f f e c t  on t r o u t  f i s h i n g  d u r in g  
th e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  th e  s e a s o n . C a tc h e s  d id  n o t  im prove , even on 
w e l l  s to c k e d  w a te r s ,  u n t i l  m id -A p r il  when f i s h i n g  im proved 
c o n s id e r a b ly  and good c a tc h e s  w ere ta k e n  from  b o th  th e  r i v e r  
and th e  S t i l l w a t e r  f i s h e r i e s .
- 2 -
2. FISH MONITORING STATIONS
(i) River Leven, Haverthwaite
Month Fish Under 4 lbs Fish Over 4 lbs
January to May _
June (up to 2nd) 2 -
-
2 _„
River Lune, Broadraine
Month Fish Under 4 lbs Fish Over 4 lbs
January _ mm
February 36 -
March 9 -
April 16 2
May 17 3
68 5
River Lune, Skerton Weir
Month Fish Under 4 lbs Fish Over 4 lbs
January
February - -
March - 62
April - -
May - 2
June (up to 2nd) - -
- 64
(iv) River Lune, Forge Weir
Month Fish Under 4 lbs Fish Over 4 lbs
January - 49
February - 32
March - 46
April - 114
May - 499
June (up to 7th) - 340
- 1,080
(v) River Duddon, Duddon Hall
Month Fish Under 4 lbs Fish Over 4 lbs
January 44 2
February 11
March 1 2
April 2 -
May (up to 27th) _2 JL
60 5
MIDDLETON HATCHERY
Development has continued normally at Middleton Hatchery and the 
planting out of fed fry is now well under way. This should be com­
pleted by the end of June and details will be given to the Committee 
at the meeting. As reported to the last meeting of the Committee 
salmon ova from Ribble and Wyre fish suffered heavy losses during 
development at the Hatchery. However, it is hoped that 10,000 fed 
salmon fry and 10,000 fed sea trout fry will be made available for 
implanting in feeder streams of the River Wyre.
CAGE REARING OP SMOLTS FOR RIVER LEVEN
The first batch of freeze branded salmon smolts from the cages at 
Dalton — in — Furness were placed in a release pond on the River Leven on 
21st May. This batch consisted of 1,713 smolts branded with an 'o' on 
the right shoulder. In all, 1,721 fish were branded, but 8 fish died 
as a result of stress associated with the branding process. The 
smolts remained in the release ponds for 4 or 5 days and left when a 
suitable spate occurred. The ponds were netted over to prevent the 
ingress of predatory birds.
A full description of operations at the smolt rearing station will be 
given to Members when visiting the location.
STOCKING BY THE WATER AUTHORITY
600 x 10" to 12" brown trout have been placed in the Authority's 
fishery at Halton in two batches of 300 each. 3,000 brown trout fry 
were re-stocked into the River Mint (a tributary of the River Kent. 
108 large sea trout (up to 3 lbs) were re-stocked into the River Crake 
in May in an attempt to improve the fishing in this river. All these 
fish were from Holmwrangle Hatchery.
STOCKING BY ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS 
Brown Trout
No. Receiving Water
250 River Brock
200 River Wyre
200 River Wyre
100 River Wenning
200 River Lune
500 River Rawthey
200 Scandale Beck
Association or Individual
Preston Working Mens A.A.
Garstang and District A.A.
St. Michael's A.A.
Castle Anglers 
Manchester A.A.
Sedbergh A.A.
Lancashire Fly Fishing Association
In addition 34 consents were issued for the introduction of brown 
trout and rainbow trout into enclosed waters.
FISH MORTALITIES
Dead fish were reported to have been seen in the Wyre estuary on 
11th April. River Inspectors and Bailiffs made an immediate search of 
the estuary but could find no trace of dead fish.
-3-
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On 1st April, fish were killed in the River Wyre upstream of Cleveley 
Bridge. 100 eels, 40 salmon parr and 5 small brown trout were found 
dead. A spillage of bleach on an adjacent motorway service area is 
the suspected cause.
8. REMOVAL OF PERCH
Perch traps have been lent to Furness Fishing Association and 
Westmorland Fly Fishery to remove perch from their waters. After 
instruction from the Bailiffs, these have been used to good effect and 
Furness F.A. have caught over 3,000 small perch.
